
1 
 
 

             Gregory P. Kurtz 
     Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                       (216) 524-4131         

            

 

                                

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JANUARY 21, 2022  

 
 

Technical Difficulties 

Due to a technical glitch with the SwiftReach emergency 

notification system, some residents received my usual Friday 

night phone call this morning around 9 AM. I apologize to 

anyone who may have been alarmed when they received the 

early call.  

SwiftReach technology provides a quick way to communicate with thousands of people 

in a matter of minutes. It has been a reliable service, but sometimes “glitches” happen. 

There will not be a call tonight after 7 PM, but you can read a transcript of this week’s 

message here.  

 
 
 
Priority One: Public Safety 
 
I am proud to recognize three Independence Police officers for their efforts to serve and 

protect citizens following the significant snowfall last weekend.   

 

On Monday, January 17, an 81-year-old resident of Butternut Ridge Drive was 

concerned that he would become trapped inside his home due to the two-foot piles of 

snow and ice blocking his driveway. He knew snow removal was not part of a police 

officer’s job, but with no one else to call, the resident dialed the Independence Police 

non-emergency police number (216-524-1234) to ask for help.  

 
  

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/government/mayor_s_office/latest_swiftreach.php#outer-821


2 
 
 

Patrol Officer Mario Mileti and Andrew Neuman responded to the 
call and shoveled the apron of the residence on Butternut Ridge Dr.   
 

“I am proud that these officers did not hesitate to take action to 

make sure the resident was safe and had access to the outside 

world,” said Police Chief Robert Butler.  

 

After working all day Monday, Parma-resident Cynthia Kucera 

found herself stranded on top of plowed pile snow at an RTA bus 

stop near 6801 Brecksville Road. She had taken a bus to work but was unaware that RTA 

had suspended service mid-day.  

 

Ms. Kucera flagged Sergeant Brad Borowy to ask if he would check to find out if RTA 

was running buses. She wrote to Chief Butler, “I would have probably gone back to the 

office to stay the night, leaving my kitty at home hungry and worried sick.”    

 

Kucera asked if Sgt. Borowy could take her downtown to pick up another RTA bus.  

Instead, Borowy told Kucera he would take her safely home.  

 

As Kucera wrote in her letter of commendation for Sgt. Borowy, “There was nothing for 

him to gain in this extraordinary act of compassion and courtesy.”  She added that 

Borowy displayed “…moral concern and [the] moral impulse to do a generous act of 

kindness.” 

 

I salute these Independence police officers who went above and beyond to help citizens 

needing assistance during a potentially life-threatening emergency.  Our City is blessed 

to have a dedicated, high-caliber team of law enforcement professionals.” 

 
 
 
Firefighters Train on the Court 

 
Recently, the Independence Fire Department held 
critical training drills on the basketball court wearing 
their Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA).  
 
The goal of the SCBA Sports Air Management Drill 

was to evaluate how long each firefighter can make a 

4500 psi (pounds per square inch) air bottle last 

under exertion.   

During the first game, firefighters could rest when 

their air supply dipped to 200 psi to attempt to stretch the remaining air supply as  
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long as possible.  In the second game, 

firefighters played to a pre-determined 

number of points to simulate exertion.  

The SCBA serves as a “lifeline” for all 

firefighters because it protects them from 

smoke and toxic gases. 

Thanks to the Independence Civic Center 

for allowing the IFD to use the facility 

again this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Police Chief Rocks WIMS Morning Announcements 
 

Police Chief Robert Butler served as the 

special guest co-host for the 

Independence Middle School’s WIMS 

Morning Announcement Show on 

Wednesday, Jan. 19th. The programs are 

student-produced and broadcast on the 

school’s in-house channel. 

 

Chief Butler told the students it was a bit 

of a flashback for him because when he 

was a student at Strongsville High School, 

he was part of the school’s first live, 

televised student broadcast.  

 

The students came prepared to interview Butler, who became Chief of the Independence 

Police Depart in November 2021.  
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One of the students asked Butler about his 

favorite and least favorite parts of the job. “The 

best part of my job would be how exciting it is,” 

said Butler. “I get to do something different 

every single day. It could be something from a 

car chase to catching a bad guy. But the thing 

that really resonates is just helping people and 

making a direct impact on people’s lives which is 

something that you can’t trade for the world. The 

worst part is that, unfortunately, sometimes we 

deal with people in really sad situations. It can 

be hard to see. But hopefully, what we do for them can lift them out of those bad spots 

and make things a little bit better for them.”  

 

Other Independence Police officers will participate in the IMS Morning Announcements 

during National Police Week in May.  

 

 

 

Meet Argo! 

 

Children in Friday’s School Holiday Special program at the Fieldhouse had a special 

visit from K-9 Officer Brian Vitron and his partner Argo.  
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Everyone was excited to meet and learn 

about 8-year-old Argo and the important 

work he does with the officers of the 

Independence Police Department. 

After the demonstration students were 

given the opportunity to pet Argo and 

play with him and his favorite toy. 

 

 
 
Winter Weather Advisory 
The National Weather Service is predicting the coldest air of 2022 will stay with us 

through the weekend. Temperatures are expected to remain well below freezing, with 

wind chills near zero. There may be some lake-effect snow, but forecasters are not 

predicting a significant accumulation like last weekend.  

A reminder to residents who have signed up for Senior Snow Removal. The 

snowplowing service is activated ONLY AFTER at least 4-inches of snow has 

accumulated, and ONLY AFTER all City streets have been plowed.  

Once the City notifies the contractors, they have 16-hours to complete their assigned 

routes and plow the registered residents’ primary driveway once after each snowfall. 

Please be patient, especially after major snow events like last weekend. If you need 

your driveway plowed regularly, please consider hiring a private contractor in 

addition to or in place of this service.  

 
Emergency Car Kit  
 
Winter is the worst time to have car troubles, making an emergency kit for your car 

essential. 

 

In addition to staying on top of routine vehicle maintenance, including having your car 

battery tested and monitoring your tire pressure, here are ten items to include in a 

winter emergency car kit: 

1.  Cell Phone Car Charger 

2.  Flashlight & Fresh Batteries   

3.  Hats, Gloves & Blankets 

4.  Ice Scraper/Brush and Foldable Shovel  

5.  Road Salt, (non-clumping) Kitty Litter or Sand For Traction 
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6.  Snacks & Water For People and Pets  

7.  Jumper Cables 

8.  First Aid Kit  

9:  Road Reflectors & Flares  

10. Basic Tools and Duct Tape   
 

Blood Drive Cancelled 

The Blood Drive scheduled for next Monday, January 24, at the 

Civic Center is cancelled.  

 

 

 

Calling All Crafters! 

There are limited spaces available for local crafters to 

sign-up for the City’s first-ever Community Craft Fair.  

For more information, contact Amber at 216-524-7373 

x2503 or email veverkaa@independenceoho.org 

.  

 

 

 

 

Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for January 21, 2022 includes 

information on how Proper Planning Prevents Poor Performance! 

 
 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 
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